The Winter Battle in Masuria
At this time there was fighting on the whole of the eastern and southern front of East and West Prussia. The loth Army had completed its withdrawal, whee.ed, and was now beginning its counter-attack north of the Augustowo Forest. Near Lomza the crisis was at an end, but no conclusion had yet been reached between the Pissa and Mlawa. Every day I had to make innumerable tactical and ether decisions. The commanders on the southern front were appealing continuously for reinforcements, but the lOth^Army still thought it could bring off a success, even if only a local one, and was therefore reluctant to part with troops.
In the meantime further reinforcements from the loth Army had reached General von Gallwitz and the right wing of the 8th Army. We were now strong enough to make a counterattack on both sides of the Orshitz against the enemy, who had been weakened during the last few days by heavy losses.
Our advance took place from the 8th to the I2th of March, and ceased north of Prasnysz. The Russians replied \\ith heavy counter-attacks. On March iSth they taught our troops near Jednoroshetz that swamps are no sure protection against the enemy. Our soldiers connected the idea of swamps with the idea of being swallowed up, but the Russians, as children of Nature, knew better. The swamps in the region of the fighting were only frozen in places. In others they were not deep, and covered a firm, non-porous bed, so it was possible to wade through them.
At the end of March the fighting to the west of the Orshitz died down. Here it was "possible to withdraw the 76th R.D. and transfer them to the east of the river. We were also able to release the 6th Cav. Div. west of the Orshitz ; they were urgently needed north of the Pregel.
Gallwitz's detachment had achieved great successes, and this officer also was justified in being proud of his troops. They had defended themselves against an enormous numerical superiority and even forced the enemy back.
From the end of March and beginning of April onwards the
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